FR OPI Report November 2022

I was invited to attend an inaugural discussion with Health Canada, DND, CAF Members and the Union to discuss potential sources of carcinogens in our working environment.   The meeting took place virtually on September 7th.  Benoit Gagnon, Rick Dunning, Commander Brent Jones, Dr. Greg Banta, Paul White (Health Canada), Maria Teresa Fernandez de Castro (Health Canada) and I participated this meeting.

Discussions between the CFFM’s office and Health Canada prompted this virtual meeting.  Paul White is a research scientist (genetic specialist).  Health Canada started to do research on the affects of carcinogens through urine and dermatology.  Publication on dermal exposure from dermal decon (exposure/contact) is forthcoming.  Using soap and water showed more removal from the skin, whereas the medical wipes did not have much effect.

The 2021 Firefighter Action Plan ‘Raising Alarms” report initiated the chemical management plan research (PH, Flame retardants, etc).  Wrist bands that attached to the uniform were used for passive sampling to see how much exposure on a normal day occurred.  This research is expected to wrap up this fall.

So far, studies are Provincially driven.  DND FR’s (civilian and military) are unique in that they are more exposed to dry chemicals than the provincial counterparts.

Future studies with Health Canada are looking to include a pool of participants Nationally to take part in a study specifically to DND/CAF members.  Potential DRDC collaboration to assist in the study.  

I was contact (via email) on August 7th by Jennifer Hervey with the CAF Fitness & Wellness (PSP), who informed me that the FR Wellness Committee started up again in January 2022.  They have had two meetings which were recorded and sent to me for review.  I have not had the opportunity to watch them yet

As I was not involved at the beginning and had no input, a request went out to have a representative from every fire hall to participate in the Wellness Committee.  Now that contact has been made, going forward, Brendalee Blaney as the FR Resource Person, myself and UNDE selected representatives will make up the Union side of the committee.
 
The FR Steering Committee met in Ottawa from September 12-14.  Many attended the Fallen Firefighter Memorial on September 11th.  It was a busy two days of work but was very well received by all.  We had June Winger address the committee and had presentations regarding FR Pay issues, Lieu Pay and Acting Pay by Connie Lussier and Charlotte McHattie from HRCIV; Pension and Disability with James Infantino and Seth Sazant from PSAC; Caitlyn Vos and Benoit Gagnon from the CFFM’s Office; and a bargaining update with Mathieu Brule and Darren Pacione from PSAC and Jason Elder (FR - SV Bargaining Team Member).

Currently, the next FR Situational Committee is scheduled for November 30th.

The next (virtual) FR Steering committee is planned for May/June.    

Respectfully Submitted
Bryan Meakin


