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NON- PUBLIC FUNDS REGIONAL REPORT – SPRING 2021
As we continue to go through this Pandemic, our focus continues to be on our families and keeping them safe.  It is becoming increasingly difficult to try and focus on anything else.  
I continue to work with the employer on the Health and Safety of our members and keep as many as possible employed.  In saying that, we have members with reduced hours, living on less than they use to have.  We still have some members working from home and there are a lot of members in the workplaces that come face to face with customers every day and the struggle this creates to remain safe.  Our members on the frontline have met these challenges with courage and determination to serve those that serve.  

We also have some members out of work due to this pandemic.  I continue to raise concerns for those members and the struggles they have to endure.  We hope that as the vaccinations roll out, these members will be called back to work.  
Negotiations continue, with five of our locals with new contracts.  Bagotville, Valcartier, St. Jean, Ottawa and Petawawa have all ratified.  Suffield and Gagetown have had one round so far.  Kingston, Trenton and Goosebay are gearing up to start.  
I commend all the local executives for the work they are doing, both within the local and on the bargaining teams.  I understand how priorities have shifted and the time you have given to the members of your locals has not gone unnoticed.  

For the members, please know, that you can reach out to your UNDE local for support during these difficult times.  We will help you navigate through the employer’s policies as well as helping you understand your Collective Agreement.
For anyone that may be struggling with isolation or just the challenge of living day to day, please know there is help.  CFMWS has an Employee and Family Assistance Program (EFAP).  The number to reach them is 1-800-387-4765 or www.workhealth.com
I also invite all NPF members to join our FaceBook group at UNDE NPF MEMBERS.  I hope you all continue to remain safe.  Together, we will get through this and come out the other side that much stronger.
In Solidarity,

Cathy O’Kane

VP NPF
