TAB 27


Young Workers Committee
OPI - Mona Simcoe
UNDE Convention 2014-carried business:
Be It Resolved that PSAC and UNDE increase the age limit for being considered a young worker to 35.
PSAC Convention 2015-carried business:
Be It Resolved that PSAC redefine the age for youth (often referred to a "young workers") to 35 years of age and under.
Based on these two resolutions being passed, UNDE will now consider young workers as being 35 and under. The UNDE Young Workers Committee has been reestablished with myself as OPI for the committee.
VP's of the regions have re-canvassed Local Presidents for local and regional representatives, as now the age limit may give an opportunity for others to step forward and join young worker committees.
These are the following names I have received to date for UNDE Regional Young Worker Representatives. 
Regional Representatives:
BC - vacant
ABN - Rick Parenteau Local 30903 Edmonton email rickparenteau@hotmail.com
MB/Sask - Liberty Enriquez Local 50705 Winnipeg email joieenri@gmail.com 
ONT - Joshua Sadler Local 00641 Kingston email joshuasadler@hotmail.ca 
NCR - Brad Prouse email prouseb@gmail.com 
CSE - Stephanie Torrealba Local 70654 email stephanie.Torrealba@gmail.com
Quebec - Simon Richard Local 10526 Montreal email szlitz_richman@hotmail.com
NS - Amanda Reid Local 80406 email amanda.reid@hotmail.ca 
NL/NB - Leigh Hewitt Local 60303 Gagetown email leighhewitt007@gmail.com 
NPF - Patrick Desormeaux Local 00680 Petawawa email bazoojunior@hotmail.com 
OPI - Mona Simcoe email vp.ms@unde.org 
Staff Resource - Sandra Montpetit email montpes@unde.org
The Young Workers Committee had a conference call on November 5, 2015 to start the networking. ABN, MB/Sask, ONT, Quebec, NPF attended call NCR, CSE, NS, NL/NB absent, BC no rep.  
Terms of Reference for the committee was reviewed making changes to the age being 35 and under.  As well the committee is now called the UNDE Young Workers Committee.  The Terms of Reference are posted on the UNDE web site.
Discussions took place on encouraging other local young workers to attend AGM meetings.  As young worker regional representatives we talked about having discussions with their VP regarding invitations to regional conferences or local AGM meetings to talk about young workers and the opportunities and training that is available.
Representatives discussed the value of having local bylaws changed to include young worker positions at the local level.
Quebec representative Brother Simon Richard talked about his attendance at the Quebec regional conference in October.
There are several other young worker committee networks.  We talked about PSAC networking, web site information, Sister Marianne Haldun as the OPI for PSAC young workers.  It was encouraged to be involved in federations of labour and CLC committee networks.  Brother Simon Richard was to attend the CLC young workers meeting November 17/18 in Ottawa.
The Social Justice Fund Sponsorship program has again sent an invitation to young workers to participate in the Education in Action project in Guatemala in 2016.  This is a subsidized project where UNDE Sister Jennifer Botican attended in 2014 and has a blog about her experience.  Young Workers from UNDE have been encouraged to apply.
Information was given about scholarships available from the CLC and affiliates, PSAC and UNDE.  PSAC offers 3 scholarships for PSAC members who will be attending university, college or a recognized institute of higher learning on a full-time basis.
The PSAC calendar of events and training was discussed making mention of the UDP - Union Development Course.  Concern was raised over the amount of essays that are required to be written for applications to events, conferences, and training.  It was asked if other groups were also required to write essays for applications or was this unique to young workers.  It was discussed that this was not unique but I would contact Sister Haldun regarding the concerns.
Questions were asked about an operating budget for the young workers committee.  It was stated that nothing was passed at UNDE convention but requests can be made as they may fall under education, political action, or regional activities.
It was decided to communicate via email for now once a month unless needed sooner.  All information, requests, comments, and concerns will be sent to OPI Mona Simcoe who will compile and send to Sandra Montpetit our staff resource who will send it out to the committee.  
By communicating with one another regarding events and training being made available this will build a stronger young worker network which in turn will build a stronger union.
I am excited and looking forward to the role that young workers will play within UNDE into the future.
Next conference call is tentatively scheduled for the end of January 2016.  It was decided that all conference calls would take place when scheduled and the young worker for the region could have another young worker take the call in their absence. 
Respectfully submitted by
Sister Mona Simcoe
